that ware living at those houses about Ten Yeares Ago". 1 Here and there a stray voyageur may have remained behind, to eke out a living with the Indians; for we know that in 1765 a French Canadian named Louis Primo found his way to York Factory, where he complained much, it was said, of "the Hardships he has gone through with the Indians these 5 or 6 years". 2 But such cases were rare; and we can say with certainty that by the time only when Small, after having been detained four days, gave him the equivalent of the stolen goods that he allowed the Canadian trader to proceed on his way.
In making their way into the North-west, the "pedlars from Quebec" had certain advantages. They derived from the French a knowledge of the route that led to the fur-bearing areas that La V•rendrye had tapped and the Hudson's Bay Company had exploited. They were indebted to the French also for the large birch-bark canoe and the snow-shoe, both inventions of Canadian origin. The birch-bark canoe, in particular, gave them a great advantage over the Hudson's Bay Company, since birch-bark cannot be procured on the shores of Hudson Bay. They owed not a little, in the solution of the problem of food, in their long inland journeys, to the discovery of the uses of wild rice and of dried meat as food. Of especial importance was the discovery of pemmicanm"dry'd meat, pounded to a powder and mixed up with Buffaloe's grease, which preserves it in the warm seasons here"--and it is certain that the success of the Canadians in reaching Athabaska was partly due to this food. Fur-traders, like armies, travel on their stomachs. But, undoubtedly, the chief factor in the success of the "pedlars from Quebec" was their indomitable courage--the characteristic which was later described as "the ancient North-West spirit". No more dauntless group of adventurers ever put it to the touch, to gain or lose it all.
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